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114 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL BTAE. 

It seems evident that the mind of young Wilford Woodruff, the boy 
miller, whose occupation frequently detained him in the lonely mill until 
the late hours of night, was being prepared, by prayer and meditation, 
and the influence of the Holy Spirit, for the reception of the Gospel which 
was shortly to be revealed from heaven. As further proof that such a 
preparation was in progress, and thut the | young: miller was being fitted 


to beoome an ardent champion of the Gospel in its purity and complete- 
ness, an interesting episode which occurred before he ever heard of Joseph 


years old, a protracted meeting was being held, at which a large number 
of preachers, a score or more, were in attendance, laboring to create a 
religious revival in that region. Wilford bos evr vas present at a 
certain session of the revivaliste, at which à large congregation had 
gathered; when permission was given for any cine nhs ask any question. 
The young man stepped out into the aisle and asked why it was that the 
ministers present, who were laboring to convert the people, did not teach 
the same doctrines that were taught in the New Testament and offer the 
system of religion which the Saints anciently including Apostles, 
and spiritual gifts. 

The minister who took the lead ot the meeting, evens and: said: „Now 
there : is a young man who might make himself very useful if, it were mot 
for his foolish, notions.” He then went on to say that Apostles, Prophets 
and spiritual gifts were necessary in dark ages to convert the people to 
the Gospel, but in this age of full Gospel. light they were’ no longer necen 
sary, and hence were done away. The young man felt in his heart to 
prefer the return of the dark ages, if it would result in opening, the 
heavens, and restoring the gifts and ee andere by the followers 

singular ‘personage. visited. the. ‘Woodruff, while Walford 
ee His name was Robert Mason. He was an aged man, and uns 
called “the old prophet Mason.“ He testified to having had dreams and 
visions, taught the necessity ef Apostles, Prophets and spiritual, gifts, and 
predicted. the establishment of the Church of. Christ with, these features, 
He related to young Wilford a vision he bad had, in which, the garly 
restoration of the Gospel was ond 
him. ‘xe rey in 

In. 1832 Wilford Woodruff. bis pidest removed.from 
Connecticut to Oswego County, New. York, and in ‘December of the follow: 
ing year he heard, for the first time, a discourse by a. ‘Mormon? Elder, 
Ib was preached by Elder Zera Pulsipher, in a school house near, where he 
lived, and he believed it. On the following day, which was the last of the 

year-1833, he and his brother were-baptized. In referring to this sermon, 
eg wm that the Spirit of the Lord bore record to him that it was true, | 
He was thus converted by the first diaoourse he ever heard preached by'a 
Latter-day Saint. At the elose of the meeting he invited Elder Pulsipher 
to his home, and nat up all nicht reading the Book af it Next 
morning he expressed his desire for baptism. m. n ol sade 
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2 Alder Puleipher was accompanied by der Hlijah Oheeny, and they 
3 „dosen persons and organised a mall branch of the 
Church in the neighborhood in which the Woodruff: brothers resided, and 
stated that the way in which he came to visit that vicinity was as follows: 

One day, as he was threshing grain in a barn with a flail, the Spirit of 
the Lord came upon him and ‘said: unto him: “Arise; and go to the north, 
for there is work there for yon to do.” «Elder mee 
impelled to obey the command, and he called upon Eider Cheeny to go 
with him. It was in the dead of winter, and the snow deep, dnib-ahe 
two Eiders started on foot, whither they did not know r walking 
@ distance of sixty miles they reached the neighborhbod in which the 
Woodruff brothers lived. Then followed the meeting spoken of, the 


of a branch, stated, 


In tima, 
and. soon efvar.joined: “Zion's Camp.“ He marched to Missouri with that 


officer: to do. On a certain. occasion, in the fall of 1834, he went into the 


Gospel. While be was praying he received a testimony that his prayer 
be answered. As he was walking away: from the spot where he 
had been praying, he met a High Priest who said to him: The Lord has 
revealed to me that it is your privilege to be ordained, and to go and 
preach the Gospel. A few days later he was ordained to the. office of 


Alter walking all day, and 1 
panion; about. sunset, called at the home of a Presbyterian priest and 


asked for food. eee Their request was denied because they were 
Mormons, and the priest wilfully misdirected: them to the next place, 
twelve miles distant, where they might obtain food and shelter. In con- 
sequenes of being deceived by the priest. as to the road, thé two mission- 
aries wandered for hours in a swamp knee deep in mud and water. At 
length; at a late hour, they reached an: Osage Indian trading post kept bỹ 
a Frenchman named ‘Jeren, and were kindly: entertained. by him and the 
saviiges. Next morning they started on foot to go sixty miles, and on 
account of 
bear 
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approached it became cloudy and very dark. A large drove of ‘wolves 
gathered around and followed the wanderers, and seemed about to devour 
them: They lit a fire to frighten away the ferocious beasts, and wort 
going to lie down on the ground for the night, when the barking of a dog 
and the sound of ‘a cow-bell apprised them of the fact that they were near 
a human habitation. It was a log cabin, and was sixty miles from where 
they had started in the morning. The family living in it had no food, but 
allowed the Elders to lie on the floor the remainder of the night. This 


breakfast.’ 
Soon: after’ this, they heard of man 


member of the Church in Missouri, and whom they still supposed to be 


such. They started to go to him, n 
Elder Woodruff had the following dream: eds 
“T thought an angel came to us, and told us we were elbe 
Lord to follow a certain straight path, which was pointed out tous, let it 
lead us wherever it might. After we had walked in it awhile we came to 
the door of a house, which was in the line ot a high wall running north and 
south, so that we could not go around. I opened the door and saw the 
room was filled with large serpents, and I shuddered at the sight. My 
companion said he would not go into the room for fear of the serpents, ‘I 
told him I should try to go through the room though they killed: me, for 
the Lord had commanded it. As I stopped into the room the serpents 
coiled themselves up, and raised their heads some two feet from the floor, 
to spring at me. There was one much larger than the rest in the tert 
the room, which raised his head nearly as high as mine and made a spring 
at me. At that instant I felt as though nothing but the power of God 
could save me, and I stood still. Just before the serpent reached me he 
dropped dead at my feet; all the rest dropped dead, swelled up, turned 
black, burst open, took fire and were consumed: before my eyes, and! we 
went through the room unharmed, and thanked God for our deliverande“ 
Antioipating great joy in meeting with a Latter-day Saint, the Eiders. 
proceeded to the house of Akeman, who received them ooldly. To their 
profound sorrow and disappointment, they perceived that he had apos- 
tatized, and become an enemy. The Elders sojourned in the vicinity for 
a time, but a mob was soon raised, and a warning was sent to the “Mor. 
mon preachers” to depart. Elder Woodruff's companion wanted to leave, 
but, believing that he now knew who the serpents were, and that his 
dream would be fulfilled, he resolved to stay and await development. 
_ After a time Elder Woodruff “was commanded of the Lord by the Holy 
Ghost to go and warn Mr. Akeman to repent of his wickedness.” He 
ealled at the latter's house in fulfillment of this command, and Akeman 
became angry and ordered him out of the house. Eider Woodruff left the 
house, and Akeman followed him, in a great rage. At a distance of a few 


rods from the house, Akeman approached: Elder Woodruff, presumably 


with intent to inflict: bodily injury upon him or perhaps kill him. Then 
ooourred —— wuddeniy fell dead 


* 
4 
> 


death of Akemam was regarded by his own family, as well as by the Elders, 
an n judgdient:of God upon him. Many of the mob died ‘Suddenly, and 
the power of God in preserving Elder Woodruff: „e. 
in punishing those who sought to harm them, was sighally mianifested. 

On the way from Little Rock to Memphis, these two Eiders were obliged 
to walk, day after day, in mud and water. Such was the character of the 
road most of the distance for one hundred and seventy; miles. One 
day they had walked through a miry alligator swainp about ten miles, 
when Elder Woodruff was suddenly made lame with a sharp pain in his 
knees. He could drag himself along no further, and sat down on à log. 
His distress mental and physical, was, it would seem, great enough; but 


his companion had resolved to reach home as soon as possible, and pre- 


cipitately deserted: him in that condition. It was a trying hour, and one 
which revéaled ‘at least one trait that has contributed much to Elder 
Woedruff's sucoess in life; He knelt in the mud and prayed for relief, and 
power to contintie his journey. His faith made hin: whole; he was ‘healed 
instantly; and with a heart filled Joy" ow 
days later reached Memphis. cater Se 
Tennessee was a fruitful’ geld whieh 
He bad ‘labored in the state: some months; and made many converte, 
when, on a certain oebasion, it became necessary for him} in company 
with four brethren and two sisters, to take a long journey through a wild 
region; during which the party were overtaben by a dark and stormy 
in great distress and not unmixed with danger. The storm howls and the 
rain pours down. The party are helplessly groping about in the forest; 
amid the intense darkness, when literally with a flash, a bright light sur- 
rounds them. By it they discover that they stand in a position of immin« 
ent peril, on the verge of a deep, dark gulf. The light continues with 
them ‘until they again find the road, when it leaves them, and the dark- 
neus ne and dhe rain continues. But they know: the powers: of 
in joy and ‘safety. FCC 
After this astonishing 
Elder Woodruff continued his missionary: labor in Tennessee and Ken- 
tucky; préacling) baptizing, ordaining, organising branches, eto His 
zeal and diligence were great, and their resulta were proportionate. Boon 
after reaching this fleld he joined Elder Warren Parrish, who ordained him 
an Elder and later he tra veled a long time with Elder A; O;8moot. At 


times Priest Jense Purpin and other workers ins the mission field were bis 


In the fall of 1836 — was’ won! 
mission) und returned Nirtlan d.. 
Inbtite following? springt as ME felt: 
Spirit of ‘God vo take u mission to the Fox Islands, situated east of the 
Maine: ‘know nothing about I made my feelings 
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118 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ ‘MILLENWIAL STAR: 


after his marriage he was on his way to the: field of labor to 
spirit of inspiration had directed him. He traveled: by an indireet route 
which led him through portions of Canada, New. York State; and to hid 
old home in Connecticut, and thence to Massachusetts and Maine and 
finally to the Fox Islands, his ultimate destination. At many places on 
this journey Elder Woodruff performed missionary labor, and rich and 
varied experiences characterized it throughout. A number of cases of 
miraculous healing oocurred under the administration of himself and his 
fellow laborers, and in one case the power of God was signally manifested: 
in the complete relief of a woman whe:had — 
and rendered dumb by them. 

Arriving in Connecticut, he 0 bie sdlatives; 
and baptized his uncle, Ozem Woodruff, and the latter’s wife Hannah, and 
son John. Speaking of this good work, Elder Woodruff, says: “This was 


in fulfillment of a dream I had in 1818, when I vas eleven years of age, 


Hs left Kirtland. about the middle of May, 1837, and landed on North — 
Fox Island, at two o’clock in the morning of the twentieth of Aust 
following, accompanied by Elder Jonathan H. Hale. Neither of them had 
u farthing in money. It was very dark, and they clambered: over rocks 
and through cedars for some distance until — bannen 
they asked for lodging, and were kindly received. | wr 
shat 
which: are intensely interesting, and replete. with proofs: that, Wilford 
Woodruff had been specially chosen for that field of labor, that it was 
indeed the inspiration of the Almighty which had led him to it, and that 
he and his companion were accompanied by the power of Gad: About 
one hundred persons were baptized, and many of them were gathered with 
the body of the Church, in a period of about one year, mainly through the 
efforte of Elder Woodruff. But he did not spend the whole of the period 
named in the Fox Islands, as he traveled ee 
Maine, and also visited Connsetiout. ited Fits 
In the latter state he had — nob 
without being made to feel the effects of an opposing: power. In his 


patriarchal blessing, received under the hands of Father Joseph Smith, be 


had been promised the privilege of bringing into the Church bia fatbers 
house; and the heavens had decided that the promise should now be ful- 
filled. But the powers of darkness seemed determined to prevent it, and 
a strange and distressing conflict. ensued. Elder Woodruff's father and 
the entire household had been listening to his teachings and ‘testimony 
and were believing, when apparently, Lucifer, followed by the hosts of 
hell, invaded their habitation. The whole die were plunged into 
intense suffering. Those who were believing were tempted to reject: the 
Gospel, and Elder Woodruff himself was so afſlioted and tormented that he 
was obliged to take to his bed. It seemed, be says, that: he would: be 
devoured... But he called mightily upon God for deliverance, and his 
prayer was heard. It was a Sabbath day, and he had appointed a meeting 
in his father's house at a certain hour. Filled with the power of God, e 
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repaired to the and: ‘Elder: Wéodruff baptised six: persons, 


4886 the idety:of Rider Wos 6 
company of ffty-three souls; mostly the fruits of his labors on Fox Islands, 


a nursing babe. While traveling through Ohio, late in November, his wife 
was 'beized with a severe illness. After a series of hardships which 
painfal circumstances: made doubly severe, he conveyed his wife into a 
— at which a stop was made, almost in a dying condition. After 


me days of anxious watching and suspense, her spirit apparently left 


— body and abe was dead. Some of the sisters of the company stood. 


about the death- bed wesping; and the stricken husband ‘gazed upon the 
lifeless form of his beloved wife with a sorrow which could not be ex- 


pressed. But the Spirit of God began to rest upon him, and he was filled 


with faith: He bowed before the Lord in mighty prayer Then he 
anointed the body ef his wife with oil, and rebuked the power of death. 
Immediately the spirit ot his wife bev: body “and from that 


subsequently:velated! that, after ‘had departed from her 


bedlyy informed that! she: could: the privilege ‘of continuing 
her life upon the earth if she felt that she could stand by her husband, 
of life.” She looked upon her sorrowing husband and helpless abe and 
saickr! Tes, I will doit?“ At the moment ahe made this detision' her 
husband was flled with chat taith which called hen te 
While on For Islanda, in August, 1838, Eider Woddrufl: 
notified ot: his appointment by revelation as one of the Twelve, and ot the 


requirement made upon thatiquorum to “take leave of my Saints in the 


eity’ Far West, on the twerlty-sixth day of: April next”: [1830] “on the 
building: spot of my house, saith the Lord. At the peril of their lives, the 
Apesties; including Eider Woodruff, : were on the appointed spot at the — 
appointed: time. : The:solemn and: memorable. services:and :ceremonies of 
were performed, one featute of them being the ordina- 
tion of (Wilford Woodruff: and anne Smith as members of the Twelve: i! 


— and poverty, under which 
the Apostles depurted 


desoribed. To the pathos of that chapter in the history of this dispensa-: 


tion, few Parallels can be found in the annals of mankind, and at thas 
trying time Wilford: Woodruff displayed u faith not less strotmig, patient 
and heroic than that of hisfellow Apostles. .Qmitting an account of. the 
journey, suffice it t ‘say that he, in company with Apostle John Taylor, 


and Hider Pheodore Turley landed in 11, 1% 


on ‘their mission to England in 1820 have often been 
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This ia the last meeting that you will hold wich thie people for many 


days“ He was:astonished at this, as he had many anpoint ments ont in 


that vicinity. Next: morning he: inquired of the Lord to know His will 
him: He says: The answer |. got was that I:ahould goto. 

fev gress: work for we to there, et 
souls were waiting for the word of the Lord.“ SE Past Bethe 
Promptly obeying this command, he next. day 
shire, and the day following found him at the house of a wealthy farmer 
named John Benbow, in a place called Hill Farm, Castle Frome, Ledbury, 
Herefordshire: Then began a harvest of souls which. has seldom had a 
parallel in any dispensation of the Gospel, a history o which. is: extant 
among men. Mr: Benbow was a member of a reli body called. — 
Brethren; which comprised a membership of over six hundred persons, 
forty-five preachers. A prominent feature of their worship was stone 
prayers for more light concerning the true plan of salvation: Mr. Benbow 
introduced Elder Woodruff among these people, arid they reveived his 


message with unbounded joy. Within one month he baptised: all the 


forty-five preachers of the denomination, and one hundred and sixty ot it 
-metobers: He thus obtained the use of one cliapel and forty-five houses, 


licensed according to law, for preaching, and had a wide field far his pente- 


costal Jabors: Within eight months he brought into the Chureh; over 
hundred incléding: every member of the: nomination: 
United Brethren ¢xcept one to 
Herefordshire and unighborisg pasta, 
Eider Woodruff Iabored in various portions of England. In August, 1840, 
in chmpany with Eiders Heber G. Kimball and George A. Smith, 
engaged in opening up the work of the Gospel in London. The three had 
been in that city but a short time when Elder Kimball departed..from.it: 
.Elders Woodraff and Smith, on the night following their parting: with 
Eider Kimball, were.attacked by evil powers which seemed determined to 
destroy them, but through the: interposition. of an opposite. power they 
vors relieved and preserved. Great difficulty was encountered in n 
an opening in London, and President Woodruff, in apeaking of his 
ence in that city, declared that it was easier to baptize a thénsand persone 
in Herefordshire than it was the first ten in London. | ND 
In April 1841, he sailed for New York. . From the latter.port.he.want 
to Sdarburo, Maine, where he joined his wife: He remained in the eastern 
states for a time, and reached Nauvoo in October. In 1842 he went on 
another mission to the eastern states. to collect. money for the Nauvoo 
Temple He was in Maine when he heard of the martyrdom at. 
and he ‘hastened to Nauvoo. In the latter part of that year (1640) be 


waé called. ua preside over the European Mission, and he wus absent until 


the early part of the year 1846, when he returned to Nauvoo, at u time 
dn the. Baints were preparing to evacuate their besatiful city: 

Wilford. Woodruff was one of that immortal band of Pioneers who Jed 
the way for the Bainta to the mountain 
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— — up the Saints 
there and in Gana da, front which he returned to Utah in 1860. In 1888 he 
joined party, led by President Brigham: Young, which explored exten; 
sively in southern Utah, and from that time om he has been actively 
engaged. in laboring among the Saints in the various Stakes of Zion, 
advising in regard to founding new colonies, organizing; preaching, setting 
the Church in order, presiding, and performing the onerous and multifari- 
ous duties which fallen to his lot. He served twenty one years in 
the Utah Legislature, being a member of the Connoil all that time except 
one term which be served as a member of the House. — 
number of years 4 President of the St George Temple. 3 80 
In 1880, on the reorganisation of the First Presidency ot the Ghurch, = 
bename President of; the quorum of Twelve Apostles; and when the death 
dency, the Saints, in general conference assembled, on April 8, 1880, 
sustained him as President of the Church in all the world, with George Q. 
Cannon hs his first and Joseph F. Smith as his second counselor.) 
+ Bho Ohurch was in the throes of one of the most erucial periods of ite 1 
became: ite President. For yeard the power 
— Sainte regarded as vitabhad 
integral part of their religions system; plural marriage. Should the 
Saints yield! The prophet Daniel, the three Hebrew children of the fiery 
furnace, and the names in the world's catalogue of martyrs; were all cited. 
Rather than yield, hundreds of the best men of the Church had suffered 3 
the -pumishnient of felons. Rather than yield, hundreds of the most <i 
devoted wives on earth had suffered that to which death is preferable, and a 
thousands of children had ‘been deprived of which 
Sbould the Saints yield! — — — 
answering that question rested upon the man who held the keys. It bad 
required a God-like courage to to the Church the revelation 
inabituting plural marriage as a part of its faith and practice; but who 
should: now step forth and counsel the Saints to obey the civil law! How 3 
would the Church rodeive the man who assumed to do ist And yes if a 
this counsel were not authoritatively given and in good faith obeyed bůy 4 
the Haisite; what calamities might. not an angry and determined govern- 
ent) possessed Of the: power and resources of that of: the United States, 
visit upon them was suffered bp the leadersot the Chiereh, 
closely upon. thom! With what — — — — 
the Willof God: the matteri no: attempt. will here be made to 
desoribe : Seffies it te shy: that the word & the Lord came; atid that she 
man thretigh whom id came, aud whose dug it vas to receivd arid: deliver 
it, unflinchingly: stood forth: ant deolarad it The Chureh teceived it, 
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Wilford: Woeodruff owes much to these he adopted youth He is 
always am early riser, and a man of great physical activity;: * 
improving, to the best advantage, every hour of the days 
always, since coming to Utah, cultivated a farm and garden und- 
summer season; sunrise has many a time found him engaged : 
hoeing; irrigating, eto. He has always been frugal and e n 
‘thatsavored of waste ori 
In regard: his: — 1 ‘things; he said: I hae 
seldom in my life given a note, and I have made it a rule neder to buy — 
anything I could not pay for! In my opinion, a man‘should pay fer What 
he gets or go without. I ‘have taught this rule to my anmnmeeee 
He has been a great reader, especially of menraperiers;:aniohie pile 
uéterances have indicated that he has taken note of tlie events of current 
history, and ias‘seen the hand ot God in them 
What sobemm lessons of eternal truth are conveyed: by the like experi« 
ences and achievements of Wilford Woodruff! What a biography is hie 
for & young man to study! He started in life as any young min may 
start he had no advantages which any young man may not have; he 
labored and endured record be has 
thie Spirit of the Almightyiand the-revelations— 
ol heaven; enjoying the fruits of u spent life; health and 
vigor both of mind and body, and ensbtined in the hearts of tens of thoa- 
sands of the best: people on the earth, Wilford’ Woodvoff in pending the 
closing days of: his earthly man 
attainable in this sphere of 


Tun of: the Church of Latter-day 
Saints, convened at 10 Regent Street, Cheltenham, Sunday; February 14; 
1897, President W. C. Burgon Presidingg gg —— 
Serviees were held at 10:30 and 2.0 und fn. 
President Rulon 8. Wells and Joseph W.:MeMuttia of the European 
Mission, were present, also Elders J. Poulton and. T. Jacobs; Travel 
ing Eiders in the Birmingham Conference; and all the Traveling Elders 
in the Cheltenham: Conference. The day was fine, the meetings were well - 
During the day the following Elders spoke: In the morning) W. G: 
Burgonj Albert Collard, J. C. Poulton and W. T. Noallz in the afternoon; — 
Joa; W. MoMurrin; in the evening, Rulon 8: Wells and Jos."W.MeMarrin: | 
In che afternoon, the statistical report for the past six months wasiread 
as follows: Missionaries from Zion, 17. Local ‘Priesthood; dera 
Priests, 1; Deacons, 1j 91; total 
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165 total number of ase 114 Bap- 


The genoral authorities of the Church and the presidency of the 
W. C. Burgon waa President of the Chalet 
and the following named Traveling Elders were. 
their respective districte: Cheltenham, W. C. Betteridge, F. S. Hum- 
phries, Herbert L. James, George Comer and Jesse Smiths! Jersey, J. W. 
Knight and G. H. Dansie; Bristol, Albert Collard and David Bagley; 
Harteld W. T. Noall and W. J. Mortimer; Bath, Samuel Banford and 
Wm, M. Purrington, Stow-on-Wold, A. B. Kempton and E. C. Nich. 

On Monday, February 18, 1897, at 10 a. m., the regular Conference 
» Presidents Rulon 
S. Wells and Jos. W. McMurrin addressed the. Elders, giving them ‘some 
good, instructions in regard to their duties as missionarien The visiting 
Elders and those ‘laboring in the Cheltenham Conference, expressed:.a 
desire ta fill an honorable mission and to honor those ‘who: were: placed 
, Monday evening was spent in a social party by the Elders and Saints 
and frienda, and all enjoyed themsel 2?ç«˖ 


¥ 


Dr. A. Woon, an ‘American: specialist; enya! that 

experience of every ophthalmologist that the wearing of veils is produo- 
tive of weak eyesight, headaches, and sometimes: vertigo. and nausea. 
Not only are these effecte produced by the eye strain conssquent upon the 
increased: efforts: made by one or both eyes to see! through or around an 
obstruotion, but the irregular figuring on the. veiliteelf isin some instances 
an annoyance to the wearer.» Dr: Wood had a dozen typical specimens of 
veils selected. for bim, and made a number of experiments with them to 
determine the extent to:which veils. of various kinds:affected, the eyesight: 
He sums up his results as follows: 1. Every description of: veil: afipets 
more or less the abilits to see distinctly, both ata distance and near at 
7 ble kind is the dotted veil, although the 
influence for evil of this variety is more marked in some samples than in 
others, 3. Other things being equal, in undotted and nontfigared ‘veils, 
vision is interfered: with in direct proportion toſthe number of mrahes to 
theaquare inch. 4. Theitexture of the veil plays an important part in thie 
amonnt and kind of e strain produced, by the veil: When the sides of 
the, mesh are single compact threads. the eyeſis embarrassed very mne 
leas..in, ite effort distiagnish : objects: than when: doulile. threads art 
employed, :.5,. The:least objectionable veil. in chat without-dote, sprays;or 
other args, regular meshes — — 
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Tun District which was held in ob 
Sunday the 2lst inst. furnished a good illustration of what vat) be done 
in the way of arousing an interest among the people, and in getting them 
to attend our meetings. As stated in the report of the Conference p. 
lished elsewhere in this issue of the Star; about one thousand strangers 
attended the meetings during the day. It was estimated that detween 
six and eight hundred people were at the evening meeting In the after. 
noon the number was almost as great, and the morning attendance was 
also quite large. The Elders in the Manchester Conferenos distriet 
labored. very diligently to make their meetings a success by taking every 
available and legitimate means of notifying the people of them! An- 
nouncements were printed on large sheeta, and these were hung up in the 
shop windows throughout the town and placed in prominent places on bill 
posters’ boards. At the entrances to the hall, which was on a principal 
street, were placed attractive notices of the meetings, while men were 
spicuous letters. \ Besides: this, tracts and handbills were: distributed and 
open-air meetings: held during the: previous week. The result was the 
whole town of; Oldham with its 150,000 inhabitants: was made acquainted 
ings in one of: the largest and most commodious halls in the places: and 
many of the people turned out to hear what was said at the meetings: 
The Elders of the Conference feel well repaid for their efforts; and their 
faithi- —¼0 4 -consider- 
ably strengthened. swollot en aid qu oH 
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just been issued, entitled 
Firat Prinoiples of the True Gospel of Christ“ It is condetisation“of 
the matter contained in the four tracts respsotively entitled “Is Belief 
Alone'Sufficient{” “Is Baptism: Essential to Salvation?” ter 
the Remission of Sins and “ Baptism; How, and by Whom Adwinieverad:” 
The contents of the new tract were pablished:ie: the ius of the Sexe for 
December 24; 2896; but it has since — — 
Id is ot uniform size with other four-page tracts, aud is sold ade 
price. 
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eng, Le tebete upch the first -primeiples ofthe. 


present as 
— forcible manner. For. the convenience of the 


reader, marginal subject headings are given, and the scriptural references 
are removed rom the body the tract and ‘placed in the margin; Which 
is an improvement that will be appreeiated. To.accompany this when 


used as a first tract a letter of presentation or introduction has been pre- 
pared and printed. The wording of the letter is engraved in fac-simile of 
handwriting, and when signed by the missionary who: 
serve s a personal letter to the one to whom it is given. The sheet 
on which the letters ptinted in the same: 


page tract, and 
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the Saints.’ He says: 


ioe 
Deseret Sunday School Union, announces in the Juventle Ini 
inauguration of gr ere 
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The Deseret Sunday School Union: 
et aia something in the direction of — ‘the children with lessoms 
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LE 


the 

Schools of 


concerning the proper treatment of animals, and have appointed Sunday, 


February 38, ds ‘Humane Day. In 


re 


ting this as Hümane Day it 18 


the design: to have the usual services and lessons taken up om ‘that day in 
the Sunday ‘School, in ‘their regular order:; but that in addition to these, 


addresses be ‘given 
forth in as foreible a manner as possible the -propriety of ‘being 
considerate to the animal creation, especially those — animals with 
which ehildren are most closely brought in ‘contact. The ‘object of ‘these 
addresses will be to teach the children kindness,’ and 


love towatd all the Hving. ereations of God“, 


en by 


selected for the purpose, which will set 
kind und 


3 
em 1 


74113 


This new feature in the Sunday Schools is u very good one. By 
apart a day and devoting it especially to the teaching of a certain subject 
a deep impression upon thei stadents will be made. Every child 'showld be 
impressed 


with the 
Sunday Schools in this: and should 


Our 


fer this 
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Merch 2897; is the of. the birth of 
President Wilford Woodruff. As an appropriate recognition of the event; 
a short ‘sketch of his life is published in this issue of the ran Our 
readers will find the acoount full of interest, being replete with narrations 
of wonderful incidents in this remarkable mans career. We take this 


of: congratulating our venerable President on the completion: 
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a few weeks ago; has been 
Elder in the Cheltenham Conference. 
if E. Birchelljwho has beers sojourning in 
several months, has der in the 


ADpREss Fred. R ol Monti, Oouney, Utah. 


desires to know the address’ of his sister, Emily Smith Newton Thorpe. 


— 

MANC HE ST ER 0 0 N F EREN CE. 


Tax Manchester Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, oonvened at Unity Hall, King Street, Oldham, Sunday, February 
Ql, 1897. Meetings were held at 10:30.a.m.,: and at 2:30.end. 6. p. m. 
The following named Missionaries. from Zion were present: Elders 
Rulon S. Wells, Jos. W. McMurrin and Edwin F. Parry, presidency of the 
European Mission; George Hind and F. J. A. Jacques, Traveling Eiders 
in the Moteioghan Conference; Simeon Walker, Abel M. Roper and 
Geo. H. Budd, Traveling Elders in the Sheffield Conferenee; W. J. Panter, 


Theodore Best, W. D. Turner, W. M. Gerrard, T. J. Bennett, W. J. Holt and 


John H. Hammond, Traveling Eldera in the Liverpool Conferenos; Elder 
Andrew Jenson, special missionary, who is traveling aronnd the world. to 
gather Chureh historical records; Benj. R. Birchall and wife ol. Naphi; 
President Thomas and. alk the Teaveling. Elders in the Man- 
chester Conference. 

The speakers of — meeting 
Elders. Thos. Williams, Wm. Salt F. B. Goold and Geo, H. Bradsbaw; at 
the afternoon meeting, Elder Jos. W. MeMurrin; at the evening meeting. 
Wells, Edwin F. Parry and Andrew Jenao . 

During the afternoon meeting the general authorities of the Church and 
the presidency: of the European Mission were presented to the Conferenos | 
and sustained unanimously... Elder Thomas Williams was gustained as 
President of. and the following were sustained as Traveling Eiders in the 
Manchester Conference: James C. Brown, F. B. Goold; Wm. Salt Thee 
Greenhalgh, Henry Hughes, James M. Cook, A. M. Wilde, Jos, S. Broad- 
bent, John H. Moss, Jeans He Davis, Geo. H. Bradshaw, Mark Austin, 
W m. Rostron, James Blake. de 


The statistical report of the. for the six 


6 1807, was read as follows: Number of branches in the 
Conference, 8; Seventies, 16; Elders, 19;' Priests, 9; Teachers 5; Deagons, 
members, 159; total offioers and members, 107; children under eight 
years old 80; total number of souls 277. -Baptisms,, 203 emigrated er 
eight ‘years old, I; nader eight years ald, I; Died, l. Houses vi 
75500; Gospel conversations, 1, 530 traota distributed, 98, | 
teibuted, 254; Sunday School 
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oth 
Oldham, on Monday February 22, at 10:30 a. m., when the Jo 
brethren gave reports of their labors and received some very timely 
instructions from Presidents Rulobn’S. Wells, Jos. W. McMurrin and Edwin 
F. Parry, and Thomas Williams. ed „ 
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very p leasant time was ‘enjoyec 


the, 
— 


Mane 8 


Since 
Hetton when: ever: An opportunity ‘was aflorded. While holding one on 
6; “(having with, 


choir a few They came direc 


not believe a w 
the tract reprin 
Wo replied t these, be Chr 
shown: “ ‘ost ofthe people presen were 


‘in Labi, Uta to whom be Stole and ated what hid 


writing you last we 


3 was furnished by a special choir under the 
Elder F. B. Gold; and Sales were very-excellently renderad 
by Mrs; Lissie Cempbell, Sho was aleo orgainst for the oocasion, and 
by Mr. Hyde. The meetings were very “well attended, nnn 
chat one thoussnd.strangers were: present during the dey. 4% hasten! 
amesting was held; at: the meeting room, Union Street, 
‘and. visiting 


were. 


—— —.— where: thes. * 


have continued holding South 
us Elder C. D. Smith) we were 


do bim 
A to remain and 
to what tho gentleman bad to Some wor then 
We answered these satisfactory, 
Their leader then -arose, being enraged, and told us we were not telling 
_ truth—that we were putting a oloak over our religion, end that we 
‘He closed by‘ 
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